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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY 
Engineering students turn education into action 
A group of Grand Valley engineering students 
is using classroom knowledge to make life a 
little cozier for residents in a home on the 
west side of Grand Rapids. 
On May 3, students in Shirley Fleischmann's 
heat transfer class installed insulation in a 
house owned by the Other Way Ministries. 
The insulation materials and expertise were 
donated by Nu-Wool Company Inc., located in 
Jenison. 
Utility costs for the un-insulated purple house 
at 707 W. Fulton St. exceeded $300 a month 
during the winter. 
"That's way too much money," said 
Fleischmann, who also sits on the board of 
Other Way Ministries. 
The engineering students evaluated the house 
as part of a project using a thermal imaging 
camera and performing blower door tests. 
But they weren't only learning about heat 
transfer. Fleischmann had her students write 
reports on the "general problem of un-insulat-
Across Campus 
ed houses on the West Side as a social justice 
issue," Fleischmann said. 
She noted that the people living in the most 
poorly insulated houses are probably the peo-
ple least able to afford high utility bills. 
"It's not an easy question. It's pretty com-
plex," she said. 
The students volunteered their time to install 
cellulose insulation and duct work. The cellu-
lose insulation will provide reduction in heat-
ing costs by up to 40 percent. The insulation is 
also environmentally friendly since it is com-
posed of recycled newspapers. 
Once the project is complete, the Other Way 
Ministries will be able to provide a warmer 
and cost-efficient house for a local family. 
Photo by Courtney Newbauer 
Students in Shirley Fleischmann's heat trans-
fer class install insulation on a Fulton Street 
house owned by the Other Way Ministries. 
···--------------------------
Professor's research on delinquency 
gets international attention 
delinquent behavior than those from traditional families because parent-
child bonds are not as strong in broken homes. 
Christopher Kierkus, assistant professor of 
criminal justice, was interviewed for the 
Canadian Broadcasting Corporation about 
his research on juvenile delinquency. 
Kierkus found that the parent-child relation-
ship is directly related to whether a child 
will engage in delinquent behavior. He said 
the weaker a child's bond to conventional 
society, the more prone he or she is to being 
delinquent. 
"My research showed that a strong parental Christopher Kierkus 
relationship helps keep a child from deviat-
ing," he said. "There is also a relationship between the type of family a 
child is raised in and delinquent behavior." 
Kierkus said children from broken homes are more apt to engage in 
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"This doesn't mean single parents can't be successful; it just means they 
will have a tougher time. They have to work that much harder at estab-
lishing stronger bonds with their children," he said. Kierkus said his 
study found that familial break-up had the same delinquency-producing 
effects on boys and girls, as well as in upper- and lower-class families. 
His findings were published in the Canadian Journal of Criminology. 
New students elected to senate offices 
Nine students were elected as Student Senate officers during the annual 
election in late April. They are as follows: 
Tony Purkal, president; John Seip, executive vice president; Jane James, 
vice president of appropriations; Jeff Woolston, vice president of cam-
pus affairs; Veronica Wooten, vice president of educational affairs; 
Aaron Wilkerson, vice president of multicultural affairs; Jeff Green, vice 
continues on page 2 
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president of political actions; Scott Cadwell, vice president of public rela-
tions; and Tony McKay, vice president of student resources. 
The almost 8,000 NACADA members consist of faculty, professional 
advisors, administrators and counselors. Mccaul will be honored and pre-
sented her award in October, during the annual NACADA National 
Conference in Las Vegas. 
Winner of online survey announced Boat builders 
Photo by Jaime Smoes 
Angeline Chan, left, stands with Donna 
Henderson-King, assistant professor of 
psychology. Chan won $500 by partici-
pating in a student online survey. 
The National Survey of 
Student Engagement was con-
ducted for the first time at 
Grand Valley during the winter 
semester as part of the 
Claiming a Liberal Education 
Initiative. 
The survey assessed student 
perceptions of their academic 
experiences inside and outside 
of the classroom. Of the 3,000 
students who received the 
online survey, about 42 percent 
participated. 
University dining cards were awarded to 20 students whose names were 
randomly drawn from the pool of participants. The winner of a $500 cash 
prize was Angeline Chan, a first-year student who is majoring in mathe-
matics. 
Student services coordinator 
receives national award 
Photo by Courtney Newbauer 
About 25 staff members, students and parents with children 
enrolled at the Children's Center helped construct a boat on May 3 
that will provide much-needed shade for the playground at the 
child care facility. Builders included people from the University 
Club, Student Senate, Alumni Relations, Dean of Students, Facilities 
Services, Meadows, Pew Campus Student Services, Political Science, 
Criminal Justice and Career Services. 
Jennifer McCaul, student services coordinator in the School of Criminal 
Justice, has been selected as a 2005 Outstanding New Advisor Certificate 
of Merit recipient from the National Academic Advising Association. 
Grand Valley's video projects 
win six international awards 
The national awards program honors individuals and institutions making 
significant contributions to the improvement of academic advising. The 
award is presented to individuals who have served as an advisor for three 
years or less. 
The News and Information Services Office received six Videographer 
Awards. This is an international competition with more than 2,200 entries. 
Mccaul is one of eight academic advisors honored with the award in the 
Academic Advising-Primary Role category, which includes individuals 
whose primary role is the direct delivery of advising services to students . 
The Award of Excellence is the top award given to projects judges deemed 
were written, produced, shot and edited in an exceptional manner. The 
Award of Distinction is given to projects that clearly exceeded industry 
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The GVSU Forum is published by the News 
and Information Services Office every 
Monday when classes are in session and 
biweekly during the summer. The submission 
deadline is Tuesday noon. Send publication 
items to Michele Coffill , editor, c/o 
forum@gvsu.edu. Telephone: 616-331-2221. 
Fax: 616-331-2250. 
Faculty and staff members can find an online 
"Sketches" submission form on the Web at 
www.gvsu.edu/online/forum/form.html. 
Grand Valley State University is an affirmative 
action/equal opportunity institution. 
Visit GVNow, Grand Valley 's daily online pub-
lication, on the Web at: www.gvnow.gvsu.edu/ 
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GVFaces 
Laurel Balkema 
senior librarian 
••• 
Throughout her childhood, Laurel Balkema encoun-
tered librarians who, she said, were "just mean." In 
fact, above her desk sits a book dedicated to them; 
it's called The Library Dragon. 
But her love of books and her interest in driving a 
truck led her to "change that image" and work as a 
librarian for nearly 30 years, 27 at Grand Valley. 
"I wanted to be a doctor, minister, sheriff and truck 
driver," she said. "I did work as a truck driver. I 
drove the Bookmobile around Kent County. Now, 
there are (Kent District Library) branches at all the 
stops I used to make." 
After working as a public school librarian for several 
years, former Grand Valley library director Lee 
Lebbin asked Balkema to join GVSU's then-young 
library staff and build a juvenile collection. She has 
built one of the best university juvenile collections 
in Michigan; it now numbers more than 9,000 vol-
umes. 
She is also the 
library's liaison for the 
English and Liberal 
Studies departments, 
and for returning adult 
students, because, she 
said, 'Tm like a mom 
to them." 
Her dedication has 
been recognized by her 
colleagues. Balkema 
received the 2000 Pew 
Teaching Excellence 
Award and the 2004 
Celebrate Literacy 
continues on page 3 
Laurel Balkema 
Conference award for her work with children's liter-
ature. 
At home, Balkema enjoys reading for pleasure and 
said she often keeps four or five books going at 
once. Her favorites include medical suspense novels 
by Robin Cook and novels by the Rev. Andrew 
Greeley. 
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What's Ahead 
WGVU documentary 
follows young pianists 
Jenson will perform 
at Carnegie Hall 
ly' making the trip to New York City for this 
performance," Jenson said. "I'm also happy to 
have my personal family members and friends 
coming from as far away as California and my 
mother's family from Costa Rica." Go behind the scenes of the Gilmore 
International Keyboard Festival in Kalamazoo 
and Grand Rapids with two upcoming produc-
tions from WGVU radio and television. 
Shelley Irwin will interview Festival Director 
Dan Gustin during the WGVU Morning Show 
on Friday, May 13. The radio show airs at 10:35 
a.m. on WGVU-FM 88.5 and 95.3 and WGVU-
AM 1480 and 850. 
Eminent American 
violinist and 
Distinguished 
Professor of Music 
Dylana Jenson will 
perform the demand-
ing Goldmark Violin 
Concerto with the 
Grand Rapids 
Symphony at Carnegie 
Hall on May 21. 
The trip is in celebra-
tion of the Symphony's 
75th season, which 
Dylana Jenson 
Jenson is married to the Symphony's music 
director, David Lockington, who will be direct-
ing the symphony during its Carnegie Hall 
performance. 
Register now for 
Irwin Fund Golf Outing 
Teams or individuals can register through May 
20 for the 33rd annual Irwin Athletic Fund Golf 
Outing, scheduled for June 2 at the Meadows 
Golf Course. 
"In the Key of G," the newest documentary 
from WGVU Productions, will air on Monday, 
May 16, at 10 p.m. on WGVU-TV. Viewers can 
follow the lives of eight Gilmore Young Artists 
as they prepare for their roles in the 2004 
Festival. 
opened with Jenson's performance. 
Filmed last April with cooperation from Peter 
Rosen Productions of New York, the documen-
tary covers the events on stage as well as back-
stage. Grand Rapids Symphony Music Director 
David Lockington and Music Director 
Raymond Harvey, with the Kalamazoo 
Symphony Orchestra, are also featured. 
This is her fourth appearance at Carnegie Hall, 
having performed previously with the 
Philadelphia Orchestra, which was broadcast on 
national television, with the Baltimore 
Symphony, and in a solo recital. 
Tee times will be at 7:30 a.m. or 1:30 p.m. Cost 
for faculty and staff members is $75 and 
includes lunch at 12:30 p.m.; register by con-
tacting Sandra Jennings or Debra Fegley at 
x18800 or jennings@gvsu.edu or 
fegleyd@gvsu.edu. 
"I'm excited about the hundreds of people from 
our very large Grand Rapids Symphony 'farni-
• • • --------------------------
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standards. Honorable Mention is given for work judged to be above indus-
try standards. 
Award of Excellence: Around Grand Valley Tour video, category -
Video Productions/Creativity/On-camera talent; Back-to-Back Football 
Championship, category - Video Productions/Sports 
Award of Distinction: 2004 Convocation, category - Video 
Productions/Education Institution; Vernon C. Ohlman Tribute, category -
Video Productions/Creativity/Writing; Vernon C. Ohlman Tribute, catego-
ry - Video Productions/Tribute 
Honorable Mention: Back-to-Back Football Championship, category -
Video Productions/Creativity/Writing. 
Limited-edition NASA images 
unveiled on campus 
Two of the largest and sharpest images ever taken by the NASA Hubble 
Space Telescope were unveiled May 4 at Grand Valley's 18th Spring Math 
& Science Update seminar on the Allendale Campus. 
The mural-sized images included the well-known spiral Whirlpool Galaxy 
M51 and the eerie looking tower of 
gas in the Eagle Nebula M16. NASA 
released the images to a select group 
of institutions in celebration of the 
Hubble's 15th anniversary. 
The unveiling was a special treat dur-
ing this year's seminar, an annual 
event for area science and math 
teachers to reward their outstanding 
students in grades 3-12. More than 
300 people attended the event, one of 
several at Grand Valley throughout 
this year to celebrate the World Year 
of Physics 2005. 
This photo from the Hubble tele- "We are honored to have been select-
scope shows the Eagle Nebula 
M16. ed to receive these prints," said Karen 
Meyers, assistant director of the Regional Math and Science Center. 
"They are a mesmerizing combination of science, technology, and art that 
reveal the beauty and vastness of space. We welcome their addition to the 
GVSU science-related art collection showcased in the Padnos Hall of 
Science." 
Fred Antczak, dean of the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, unveiled 
the images in the Louis Armstrong Theatre. Then actor and educator 
Michael T. Francis, dressed in 17th century costume, portrayed Galileo. 
The event was sponsored by Smiths Aerospace and the Regional Math and 
Science Center at Grand Valley. Additional opportunities for public view-
ing will be available during Super Science Saturday in October, Fall 
Science Update in November, and when the images are permanently 
mounted in Padnos Hall in December. 
Celebrating graduation 
Women and Gender Studies faculty members Kathleen 
Underwood and Julia Mason hosted a reception for students who 
graduated with a WGS minor. Pictured are, left to right, Mason, 
Jennifer Moore, Beth Spencer and Underwood. Not pictured is 
student Rheanna Binkley. Underwood said WGS is one of the 
largest minors on campus, with more than 50 students enrolled. 
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In the News 
Roger Moiles, instructor of political science, 
was interviewed by WOOD-AM for a story 
about the U.S. House Ethics Committee. 
William Morison, assistant professor of history, 
was interviewed by WOOD-TV Channel 8 for a 
story about the election of Pope Benedict XVI. 
Brian Johnson, associate professor of criminal 
justice, was interviewed by WZZM-TV Channel 
13 for a story that profiled a typical purse 
snatcher. 
Sketches 
Bruce Ostrow, assistant professor of biology, 
presented a paper, "Studies of Protein Kinase N 
in Drosophila and Xenopus," which was co-
authored with students, at the Michigan 
Academy of Sciences, Arts, and Letters annual 
meeting in Ypsilanti. 
Don Uzarski, assistant professor at the Annis 
Water Resources Institute, conducted a work-
shop, "Wetland Values and Functions," at the 
Northern Michigan Public Service Academy in 
Marquette. 
Mathematics faculty members David Coffey and 
Pam Wells gave a presentation, "I'm Not 
Wrong, I Answered Another Question: What's 
Right in Wrong Answers?" at the annual meeting 
of the National Council of Teachers of 
Mathematics in Anaheim, California. 
Lois Smith Owens, director of recruitment for 
the MSW program in the School of Social Work, 
and Martha Golensky, associate professor of 
social work, co-facilitated a two-part workshop, 
"The Power of the Word," at the 17th annual 
Lilly Conference on College and University 
Teaching in Pomona, California. 
Paul Fishback, associate professor of mathe-
matics, was elected a councilor of Pi Mu 
Epsilon, the national mathematics honor society. 
Emily Jean McFadden, professor of social 
work, conducted a workshop, "A Celebration of 
Licensure," for the Michigan State University 
Social Work Alumni Society in Lansing. 
Andrew Blauch, assistant professor of engineer-
ing, presented a paper, "Automated Test 
Application for Grading Source Code," at the 
ASEE North Central Section Conference. 
Melissa Morison, assistant professor of 
Classics, presented a paper, "Romanization in 
Southern Epirus: A Ceramic Perspective," at the 
15th Annual Theoretical Roman Archaeology 
Conference in Birmingham, England. 
Gordon Alderink, associate professor of physi-
cal therapy, was appointed to the board of the 
Commission for Motion Laboratory 
Accreditation at the 10th annual meeting of the 
Gait and Clinical Movement Analysis Society. 
Roy Cole, associate professor of geography and 
planning, presented a paper, "What is Africa to 
Me? The Regionalization of Africa in 
Undergraduate Geography of Africa Textbooks, 
1953 to 2004," at the annual meeting of the 
Association of American Geographers in Denver. 
Frances McCrea, professor of sociology, pre-
sented a paper, "Primary Care Medicine: A 
Second Opinion," at the Pacific Sociological 
Association Meeting, in Portland, Oregon. 
Carl Ruetz, assistant professor at the Annis 
Water Resources Institute, gave a presentation, 
"Fish Monitoring in Muskegon Lake: Evaluating 
Gear Bias and Ecological Effects of Round 
Gobies," at the Great Lakes Environmental 
Research Laboratory in Ann Arbor. 
James P. Dunn, associate professor of biology, 
hosted a workshop for biological scientists and 
natural resource managers about the Michigan 
Kamer blue butterfly and its endangered species 
status. 
Bob Hollister, visiting assistant professor of 
biology, published a paper, "The Response of 
Alaskan Arctic Tundra to Experimental 
Warming: Differences Between Short- and 
Long-Term Responses," in the premier environ-
mental science journal Global Change Biology. 
Nancy Mack, associate professor of mathemat-
ics, participated in the Annual Meeting of the 
American Educational Research Association in 
Montreal, Canada. She is the organization 's 
recording secretary. 
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